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An investment in the Pāpāmoa community that keeps on giving 
through the renewal of individual people, families and communities.

Baptist Church and Community Centre 
Building Project

Work for the peace and prosperity of the city... Pray to the LORD for it. (Jeremiah 29:7)
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The story of Golden Sands Baptist Church began many years ago after 
a couple from TePuke were given a spa pool from their kids for their 
25th wedding anniversary.  Over the years while sitting in the spa they 
noticed the lights of Pāpāmoa extending along the beach and saw the 
need for a local community-minded church to serve the new and growing 
neighbourhood in this new development. About 7 years ago they started 
looking for land, and then having involved the Bay of Plenty Baptist 
Association, the dream started to become a reality. After negotiations with 
Bluehaven Developments 1ha of land in the heart of Golden Sands was 
purchased for $2.3m, which is now fully paid for.

Supported by Bethlehem Baptist Church, the Core Team ran interest 
nights, built partnerships with other churches and charities, and engaged 
in local outreach to gather enough people together to officially begin 
services in May of 2018. Since then the church has seen consistent 
growth, primarily among new residents to the area. Its membership roll 
has grown to over 100 adults, with approximately 150 regularly attending 
on Sundays. The church runs both an Intermediates and College youth 
programme that draws over 30 kids. They also run mid-week Connect 
Groups that connect over 100 people together on a weekly basis.

Where It Started

As we look to the future, we hope that we can increase our 
capacity to serve the people in our neighbourhood
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We believe that God is at work in our neighbourhood. The good news of God’s work in our world is called the Gospel 

and the Bible gives many pictures of what this Gospel looks like.

The Vision
He aha te mea nui o te ao? Māku e kī atu, he tangata, he tangata, he tangata. 

What is the most important thing in the world? It is the people, it is the people, it is the people.

It looks like:

• People being reconciled to one another. 

• The lonely and the outsiders being brought into relationship. 

• Strong families with good emotional, physical and spiritual health. 

• A healthy and well looked after environment. 

• Fair and just systems and structures.

Our role is to partner with God and our community to see Pāpāmoa become all that it could be.

We do this by:

• Teaching people to follow the ways of Jesus.

• Forming community through honest and open relationships.

• Fostering an environment of individual and relational development.

• Serving the neighbourhood around us, regardless of their beliefs.
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The Pāpāmoa East We Are About to Live In
Pāpāmoa is one of the fastest growing regions of New Zealand.

This rapid growth has injected a lot of life and momentum into the neighbourhood. People who move here, are 

looking to live, work, and play all in the same location, bringing new businesses and community initiatives. Pāpāmoa 

is increasingly moving beyond its rural roots and is becoming a vibrant and diverse Bay of Plenty hub in its own right.

The speed of the growth has also brought challenges. 

• Housing development has far outpaced that of more community-oriented infrastructure.

• Existing community facilities like the Library and the Gordon Spratt Recreation Center are consistently booked 

out, leaving many groups with nowhere to meet.

• New arrivals have moved away from family and existing community networks, leaving them feeling isolated and 

lonely.

Pāpāmoa desperately needs community focused groups and buildings to facilitate the 
development of relationships and supportive networks. As a result Golden Sands Baptist 

Church is planning to build a complex for the community.
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The Building Complex
WING A: Community Spaces (exclusively community, leasable long-term) 
This is a separate building complex that is essentially one large space that will be divided into smaller areas 
according to the requirement of the lessees.  Wing A’s construction will be funded by a loan (if needed) that 
will service itself from some of the proceeds of the rental income. Expressions of Interest for the leasing of 
this space to organisations like commercial cafes or other community initiatives are now open.
The balance of the rental income will help towards servicing a separate loan (if needed) for the construction 
of Wings B and C.

WING B: Community and Church Spaces (short-term hire) 
This part of the building complex consists of its own external entry, a community hall, two secondary halls 
that can be opened up to create one larger single space, a stage, a secure outdoor children’s play area, and a 
portion of the large foyer when it is isolated from Wing C by closing the sliding doors. Wing B is serviced by 
a centrally located full commercial kitchen, its own toilet block and storage. It will be used by the church as 
well as all, or parts of it, being made available to the community for hire at specific times.

WING C: Church Spaces (mainly church, occasional hire)  
This part of the building complex consists of the foyer, mobile reception counter,  450 seat auditorium, 
parent’s room, kitchenette, its own toilet block, storage, offices (open plan and closed-off) and counselling/
prayer room. It will amply accommodate all Sunday and other types of services as well as be available for 
hire by the community at specific times, and for specific events, when not being used by the church.
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Wing C

Wing B

Wing A

The Building Floor Plan



10

Before coming to Golden Sands Baptist Church I had not riden a bike for around 30 years. One of their connect groups is called “Easy Riders” 
which is for people who want to cycle together for fun and friendship. I bought a second hand bike and joined this group. I was so nervous 
getting on a bike again but with encouragement from the group, I have gained confidence and increased my fitness level. I have also made 
some firm friends from this group. I had recently moved to Pāpāmoa East before going to Golden Sands Baptist Church so making friends 
through this group and other connect groups has been very rewarding for me, especially when reaching “gold card status” and retiring.”

Sylvia Bowden 

“
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We took 2 years to find a new church that would embrace youth, families and have a Pastor and Youth Group with capable, fun, focused 
leaders. We are so grateful we took this time to find our tribe. We have 3 boys who are learning to be community men with a heart for 
others and not just self. GSB is a space where you can participate and connect in freedom and grace at your own pace. Truly a place 
where good things can happen in tough times, a place where tenacity and a progressive can-do mind set thrives. Our family has been in 
Pāpāmoa for nearly 12 years. We are very excited about the future of the Pāpāmoa community.”

Kelly O’Hara - Mother of 3 boys and Owner of Kelly O’hara Photography

“
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The Ladies Coffee Connect 
Group was a wonderful place to 
make new friends when I first 
started attending. The ladies 
were really supportive of me 

through many months of health 
issues. I received the love, 

prayer and the companionship I 
needed to recover. Arohanui.”

Heather Ballantyne

My family and I moved to Pāpāmoa 
knowing only my parents and it 

was really hard to meet people that 
we truly connected with. Once we 
started attending Golden Sands 

Baptist Church, we were instantly 
connected in and we now have a 
great core group of friends. We 

love how inclusive, welcoming and 
accepting the church community is.” 

Melanie Wilton

The church community of GSB 
is very healing to be in. I have 

found that in difficult times 
people love, support and make 

time for me. Consequently I 
have experienced God’s love 

and healing. I love our church 
community.”

Lyn Schumacher

“ “ “
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Project Team Leader - Ken Edkins
My Journey
I first gave my life to the Lord when I was 12 - and have never wavered in my faith. 
God is a part of everyday. I have experienced hearing God’s voice, and also His 
direction from little things to major things. I am married to Helen (for 44 years) and 
together we have raised 3 wonderful children who have blessed us with fantastic 
grandchildren. Each of our kids found spouses who are all going on for God. Over the 
years in church life I have been involved in everything from being  Sunday School 
teacher, to Elder, to the President of Baptist Union, and on interim leadership teams 
for other churches and business. No one would ever let me in a singing group though. 

What I Bring 
I am passionate for God and for the “local church,” and have a strong commitment to seeing the new Golden Sands Baptist 
Church Building completed and serving the needs of the community. This is a huge opportunity to be a part of something 
special where we can bring people together in Golden Sands and provide a safe environment for making friends and growing 
in life together.  It is a big project, but by working together I am confident we can make it happen.

Having been in both church life and business for most of my working life, I have experienced the real world, and approach 
this project with experience in leading in a wide variety of situations.  I am presently involved in leading our successful family 
businesses, which include kiwifruit orchards, farming, commercial properties and other enterprises. My wife and I have done 
various development projects, from subdivisions, to creating new kiwifruit orchards, and many house renovations.

My passion is for new projects, and asking the “what if” questions, and for making things happen. I am always looking for 
opportunities and solutions as to how to make things work.
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Afterschool 
Care

Youth  
Work

Financial  
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Events & 
Conferences

School 
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Cooking 
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Family  
Support
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Services

Outdoor 
spaces

Just Some Of The Possibilities....
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The Architects - Stufkens & Chambers

During 2020 the Building Project Team ran an architect’s competition that was entered into by five accomplished architects from the 
Bay of Plenty region. The winning architect is Stufkens and Chambers, who were subsequently awarded the prize and engaged to 
design the building complex. The lead architects heading up the project are:

Registered Architect, ANZIA. Reg no. 3251; Bachelor Of Architecture (Hons), 1993, Victoria University; 
Bachelor Of Building Science, 1991 

Steven has undertaken a large number of community-based projects throughout NZ. A wide range of 
project types, from art galleries, community art spaces, communal facilities for hospitality industry, 
Convention/meeting facilities, educational and church projects. He has an intimate knowledge of how 
community groups operate, and how they best serve the communities that they reside within. He has 
undertaken master planning projects for schools and hospitality projects for over 20 years.

Registered Architect ANZIA. Reg no 4268, Green Star Accredited Professional,  
Bachelor of Architecture, 2007, Unitec ScALA

Over the span of his career, Jonathan has worked on numerous Church projects throughout the North 
Island. Jonathan has worked on a variety of projects from small residential homes to church meeting 
space conversions, interior design, and multi-million dollar new church building projects. Jonathan 
also regularly attends his local Baptist Church, in his home city of Tauranga so is well versed in not only 
modern church design and planning, but also how a church is used and experienced by a congregation 
and the pastoral team.Jonathan Minnee  

(Senior Associate Architect)

Steven Chambers  
(Design Director)
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Project Managment - Brunel Construction

The highly regarded and experienced Brunel Construction Company has been appointed to manage the project. In order to obtain the most cost-
effective long-term outcomes Brunel will liaise with Golden Sands Baptist, the architects, council, other consultants and contractors during the 
developed design, consent and construction phases.
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How Can You Help?
The key to raising the budget shortfall is for each one of us to offer what we have in our hands for God to use and to multiply for His glory 
(Exodus 4:2-9). That may be a large financial contribution, or as little as a $5 donation, a $5 per week pledge, and/or the use of creative ways 
to make a gift in cash or kind. 

You can give a gift towards the 
project. Donations can be made to 
the general Building Fund, or for a 
specific stage of the project that 
appeals to you. All such donations 
qualify for the 33% donations tax-
rebate.

One-off  
Donations

You may not be able to give a 
donation but may have a lump 
sum that you can loan to the 
church for the project. Your gift 
would be to forgo the interest for 
the period of the loan. You can 
specify when you need the loan 
repaid (i.e., after a period of 1-15 
years).

Interest-Free  
Loans

You may not be able to afford a 
lump sum gift but feel you could 
give regular small amounts 
each month over several years. 
These ongoing pledges will be 
an important annual income to 
service any debt we may need 
to take on (such as a Christian 
Savings Mortgage).

Regular
Pledges
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When all the pledges are added during the planned Pledge Weeks, we trust that together the church and community will have come up with 
$2.7m, as this would enable us to complete Wings B and C mortgage-free.  
Wouldn’t it be absolutely wonderful if together we could raise enough money to complete the whole project, debt-free!

You may not be able to make a 
substantial gift now. However, 
you may wish to make a bequest 
to the church. Such a gift would 
be invaluable to the church to pay 
later instalments of the mortgage 
or interest-free loans as they fall 
due for repayment.

Legacy
Donations

You, your family, or your group 
in the church can also help 
fundraise. Your gift would be your 
time, creative skills and energy 
towards fundraising projects. 
You may like to avail yourself of 
a $100 loan available from the 
building fund that you will utilise 
to multiply the money, like in the 
Parable of the Talents  
(Matt 25:15-30). 

Specific Fundraising 
Projects

You may know of a business that 
can donate or discount the cost of 
certain materials. There are some 
parts of the project that we will be 
doing ourselves to help save on 
costs and voluntary labour will be 
needed at that point. 

Materials and 
Voluntary Labour
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The Funding Of The Building Complex

Capital Expenditure
Church and community Block (Architects Estimate) $6,000,000
Leasable Community Spaces $1,500,000
Carparks, Landscaping, Chairs, Multimedia, etc $500,000
Total Expenditure $8,000,000

Estimated Income
Cash in hand $2,300,000
Future Promised Donations $1,000,000
Donations from church members $550,000
Interest Free Loans $250,000
Specific Fundraising Events $150,000
Grants $1,250,000
Christian Savings Mortgage on Leasable Community Space $1,000,000
 Christian Savings Mortgage on Leasable Auditorium and Community Block $1,000,000
Total Receipts $7,500,000
Surplus/Deficit -$500,000

Golden Sands Baptist Church owns one hectare of freehold land located in Golden Sands. The construction budget for the project 
is $7.5m. Of the $7.5m required for the project, the church has $2.3m in the bank and $1m promised.  
 
It is proposed that the balance of the funds will be obtained as outlined in the following table. In summary, the church and 
community needs to raise a further $2.7m to pay for Wings B and C. If the donors wish to have the exposure, significant donations 
will be acknowledged on a strategically placed plaque in the building.
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Annual On-Going Loan Servicing Expenditure (p.a)
Christian Savings Mortgage on Leasable Community Spaces $88,000
Christian Savings Mortgage on Auditorium and Community Block $88,000
Interest Free Loans
Total Annual Expenditure $176,000

To be funded by 
Annual On-Going Income Needed
Leasable Community Spaces 96,000
Auditorium and Community Block 30,000
Pledges 26,000
Church donation income 50,000
Bequests
Total Annual Income $202,000
Surplus $26,000
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Thank you so much for taking the time to learn about this significant project. We would ask that 

you prayerfully consider what you might be able to contribute to this investment into the people of 

Pāpāmoa.

As a Church, we love our neighbourhood and long to see it become all that God wants it to be. We 

believe that this building will be able to have a large impact in our community; bringing people 

together, forming healthy lives and relationships, and establishing a long-term base for generations 

after us to continue to serve their neighbours.

We look forward to seeing that happen.

Ngā Mihi,

 

Golden Sands Baptist Church Building Project Team and Elders:

Ken Edkins (Project Team Chair), Helen Edkins, Brooke Friend, Karl Friend, Colin Gruetzmacher (Pastor), 

Cam Martin, Bruce Rea, Richard Smith, Arthur Warner (Elders Chair), Alley West.

Thank You!

An investment in the Pāpāmoa community that keeps on giving 
through the renewal of individual people, families and communities.



Fundraising Team

           I would like to join the Fundraising Team

Golden Sands - Building The Future Pledge Form
An investment in the Pāpāmoa community that keeps on giving through the renewal of individual people, families and communities

Work for the peace and prosperity of the city... Pray to the LORD for it.       Jeremiah 29:7

Name Phone Email

One off donation $
Interest free loan: $ over the next           years (state between 1 and 15 years)
Regular pledge $ per week  / per month over the next           years (state between 1 and 5 years)
Bequest $

I pledge to donate (please select one or more options)

Church Loan
By getting a $100 starting loan I/We estimate we can raise $   to multiply in the following way: 

Materials and Voluntary Labour - I would like to use my skill to help where needed 

Materials          Voluntary Labour

Signed Date


